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Launch Meeting Agenda + FAQs

Who to invite: Invite all parents to the launch meeting, so both the fathers and mothers can learn about the Aion Path. The support and encouragement of the moms is crucial to the success of the father/child experience, so make sure to include moms in this first meeting.
Before the meeting: Set dates for the first dads’ rally and the start of the Foundations for Life course. Insert the date of the first dads’ rally into Slide #27 in the Parent Launch Meeting presentation. 

Welcome
	Say: Thank you for coming.
	We are here to launch Aion Path, which is a journey of discipleship for teenagers, led by their fathers in the home.
	We as a church are excited about this because [share your own thoughts, something like, “we hear from fathers about how they want to be equipped to make sure their kids don’t end up as part of the 70% of young adults leaving their faith.”]
	Open in prayer. 
	Suggest jotting down questions during the presentation. 

Presentation [15 min]
	Show video of Matt Hanson, or present the Parent Launch Meeting PPT 


Response
	Say: Before we talk about your questions, would anyone like to share what stood out to you as the most beneficial or interesting thing about the Aion Path? 

Questions and Answers
	Spend the remaining time addressing questions. Below are some of the most common questions that are asked, and the responses you can give. 

FAQs
Q: 	How much of the Aion Path is done on our own, and how much is done with the group? 
A:	There are three combinations of people on the Aion Path: the pairs of dads and Apprentices, all the dad/Apprentice pairs together, and our cohort of just us dads. Our cohort of dads will have quarterly rallies to check in with each other, encourage each other, and help us get prepared for what’s happening next. The Aion Path itself is for the most part done one-on-one between the father and the Apprentice. There is a time when all the dads and Apprentices meet together as a group, which I will show you on this diagram. 
[Show Slide #28. The following presenter’s notes are included with the slide.]
Our first quarterly rally happens midway through the Starter Kit phase, which will take place a month from now on [date]. 
After we complete the Starter Kit activities, we’ll all get together for the 12-week Foundations for Life course here at the church. We will be hosting two groups—a fathers and sons group, and a fathers and daughters group, and these groups will start meeting [give date/place]. The curriculum is set up to do a segment of teaching to the whole group, then you turn to your son or daughter and discuss the questions just between the two of you. 
The next two quarterly dads’ rallies will happen during the last 6 months of the year while you and your Apprentice are working your way through the Life Skills and Challenges on your own. 
When we get to the end of Year 1, we will have a big celebration to commemorate that milestone. 


Q: 	Is the choosing of the Shepherd and Guides done on our own, or do we all use the same people? 
A: 	The Shepherd and Guides are chosen on your own, based on your own relationships with people you think would connect well with your Apprentice. There may be some crossover within our group, such as where [Mark] asks [Jeff] to be the Financial Guide for his son, and [Jeff] asks [Mark] to be the vocational guide for his daughter. Just know your capacity and don’t take on too many Apprentices! 

Q: Should the Guides be the same gender as our kids? 
A: 	Not necessarily. Choose Guides who are likeminded, who live out their faith in ways they are able to articulate, and who will be able to relate well with your child. In some cases, a Guide of the opposite gender will happen to be the better, more qualified person to speak into your child’s life in a particular area. 

Q: 	How is the 12-week curriculum delivered? 
A: 	The Foundations for Life course will be watched online, and it will be found in the resources you get by logging into the Aion Path Community. It’s important that everyone gets into the Community first thing, because that’s where we not only connect with other dads on the journey, but we also post our progress and alert the Aion Path team that we’re ready for them to send the next Challenge Coin, etc. 
	
Q: 	Can a single mother do the Aion Path with her kids? 
A: 	This is a place where men can stand in the gap for single mothers, especially single mothers of boys. There was a single mom attending a recent Aion Path launch meeting, and one of the men in the room committed to take her son through the Aion Path—he even paid the fees for her. For some there will be an uncle, a grandfather, or a trusted teacher or friend who can stand in the gap, with much of the same dynamic as the Big Brother program. If there is truly no male role model she can turn to, then the mother is welcome to do the Aion Path with her son herself. With a daughter, it’s best for the mom to be the one to take her through the Aion Path. 


 
Q:	What if I don’t feel prepared as a father to lead this journey? 
A:	Fathers don’t have to feel like an expert at this—there’s no need for deep spiritual knowledge or even knowing how to do dad-stuff like change a tire.  You simply need to be willing to walk the path of discovery together with your son or daughter.  Our kids don’t need an expert, they need a dad. 

Q: 	Can the dad who is a nominal Christian or not a believer at all lead this journey?
A: 	As long as he is not antagonistic to the Christian faith, he can lead this journey. The Aion Path is clearly designed from a Christian perspective, with the purpose of helping the next generation own their faith. As long as the dad can agree with that as a positive goal, he can lead the Aion Path, and may even be influenced in his own spiritual journey along the way. 

Q: 	How does the Aion Path help fathers with that natural awkwardness that comes with parenting teenage girls? 
A:  	First off, you will benefit from the ideas you’ll receive from the other dads in the community when you ask questions like this of the group. You’ll also be coached within some of the tools to approach certain conversations differently with your daughters than your sons. One of the most important yet simplest skills you’ll learn as a dad is to care about what she cares about—that in and of itself will go a long way. 

Q: 	What is the role of the mother while her husband and child are on the Aion Path? 
A: 	While mothers don’t have a specific role to play in any of the activities, their enthusiasm and support for the process is vital. Often the mothers will be key in keeping the dads and kids on task, giving them ideas, and helping them keep going  through to the end. 



Q:	What if I have twins or children close in age? Can I do the Aion Path with both of them? 
A:	The Aion Path is designed for a father to experience with one son or daughter at a time, even if you must plan two sets of conversations in a day and go on two separate adventures. One-on-one time allows you to connect on a deeper level, something that’s difficult to achieve when siblings are together, dividing your attention and distracting theirs. 

Q: 	What does it cost? 
	The cost is $16/month, which is less than a Spotify account! From my perspective, this is a great investment. Although you might think you can take these ideas and run with them on your own, you will find that in these crucial years with your teenager, having a proven path to follow and friends on the path with you will be well worth the investment. 
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